dilate upon truths and principles already familiar to some of our readers, the circumstance must be attributed to that coincidence of discovery which may be regarded as one of the leading features of the spirit of our age, as is manifested in the discovery of great facts and principles, simultaneously, at different parts of the world. We find it abundantly illustrated in our own profession, in the difficulty we often experience in ascribing a discovery to its true source; a difficulty which we can only reconcile, by the reflection, that it as justly belongs to several, as that it does to any one individual.
All of us, more or less, have in the store-house of our experience and research, many pet discoveries and inventions, which we have ever regarded as our own exclusive creations, and which are linked indisputably to our In taking impressions in plaster, it often happens that the mould obtained is entirely perfect, except those parts corresponding with the highest point of the roof of the mouth ; this imperfection is occasioned by air being concentrated in that locality, in consequence of the cup-shape formation of the jaw, given to it by the alveolar ridge. This can easily be avoided, and success always rendered certain. Previous to putting the plaster-holder into the mouth, place a small wedge-shaped piece of plaster in a semi-plastic state, in the highest part of the roof of the mouth, its point of course touching first; as you press it up, it will gradually fill at every point around from the centre, without the possibility of there being any air-hole or imperfection thus far. This will generally fill the roof of the mouth down nearly on a level with the bottom of the alveolar ridge. Your holder, charged with comparatively a small quantity of plaster, is now introduced into the mouth; as it is gradually pressed upwards, it readily unites with the plaster already there, and flowing around the anterior surface of the gums, the union is complete at every quarter. On removing the plaster, you are always gratified to find the impression perfect in every respect. 
